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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1, line 9, recited "...makes is possible...", should be changed to -...makes 
it possible...-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 5, line 2. recited "...Go-nGo system...", should be changed to go-nogo 
system Appropriate correction is required. 

Drawings 

2. A set of drawings was not received with the US application. Examiner has used 
drawings from PCT/FR2004/0504496. Applicant is required to provide a new set of 
drawings. 

Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 6, 9, 10 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nakamura (US 6,524,125). 

Regarding claim 1 , Nakamura, fig. 1-11, discloses an electrical connector 
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comprising: a cover 40 equipped with at least one first electrical contact 42; a case 10 
equipped with at least one second electrical contact 1 1 ; and a disconnection device 12 
that cooperates with the cover and with the case in order to establish an electrical 
connection between the first contact and the second contact, which defines a connected 
state, fig. la; and in order to bring about a disconnection between the first and the 
second contact, which defines a disconnected state, fig. 1c, characterized in that the 
electrical connector also comprises a first means of locking 40a that makes it possible 
to maintain the disconnection device in the connected state; a release 14 that acts on 
the first means of locking in order to permit the movement of the disconnection device 
from a connected state to a disconnected state of the first and second contact; and an 
elastic member 25 placed between the case and the cover, the member being capable 
of being moved between a first deformed position in the connected state and a second 
relaxed position in the disconnected state, the elastic member bringing about a 
separation of the case with respect to the cover, while disconnecting the first contacts 
from the second contacts when the elastic member changes its position from the 
deformed position toward the relaxed position when the movement of the disconnection 
device is triggered by the release. 

Regarding claim 2, Nakamura discloses that the elastic member forms a spring. 

Regarding claim 6, Nakamura discloses that the disconnection device is placed 
between the case and the cover, the elastic member is linked to the case and to the 
disconnection device. 
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Regarding claim 9, Nakamura discloses that the disconnection device is 
recessed by a groove 12a comprising a shape that is adapted to the shape of an end 43 
of the first means of locking. 

. Regarding claim 10, Nakamura discloses that the elastic member extends by a 
length corresponding to at least the length of the first contact. 

Regarding claim 19, Nakamura discloses a process for electrical disconnection of 
an electrical connector comprising: a cover 40 equipped with at least one first electrical 
contact 42; a case 20 equipped with at least one second electrical contact 1 1 ; and a 
disconnection device 12 that cooperates with the cover and with the case in order to 
establish an electrical connection between the first contact and the second contact, 
which defines a connected state, and in order to bring about a disconnection between 
the first and the second contact, which defines a disconnected state, characterized in 
that it includes the following step; a release 14 is moved in order to dislodge from a 
groove 12a recessed in the disconnection device a first means of locking 40a by at least 
at height corresponding to the depth of the groove. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 3, 4, 5, 7, 8 and 11-17 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The Prior Art does not disclose that the first means of locking is an elastic 
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tongue formed at a point on the bottom of the case as defined by claim 3; The Prior Art 
does not disclose that the release slides along the peripheral wall of the case and 
comprises an end intended to be supported against an end of the first means of locking, 
the first means of locking also cooperating with the disconnection device as defined by 
claim 4; The Prior Art does not disclose that the connector is equipped with a go-nogo 
system as defined by claim 5; The Prior Art does not disclose that the disconnection 
device comprises a first groove, the device cooperates with the case, while sliding along 
the first means of locking, going from the state of disconnection in the direction of the 
state of connection, in such a manner that the end of the first means of locking is 
positioned in the first groove as defined by claims 7 and 8; The Prior Art does not 
disclose that the first means of locking is moved by a height necessary for being 
dislodged from the second groove as defined by claim 8; The Prior Art does not disclose 
that it comprises a secondary means of locking of the first means of locking that is 
capable of being moved between a blocking position of the first means of locking and a 
freeing position of the first means of locking, it being necessary to maneuver this 
secondary means of locking from the blocking position toward the freeing position so 
that the first means of blocking can be actuated by the release as defined by 
claims 11-17. 

6. Claim 18 is allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the Prior Art 
does not disclose a process for the electrical connection of an electrical connection 
comprising the following step: the disconnection device is inserted into the case from a 
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front face in the direction of a back face of the case until the device slides along a first 
means of locking from a first groove to a second grove, the first groove being recessed 
in the disconnection device. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vladimir Imas whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8288. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, T. Patel can be reached on 571-272-2098. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
Vladimir Imas 
4/13/2007 
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